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Publisher’s word

In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Compassionate

‘Abdullah bin Salih al-HarawT narrates that Imam al-Rida (peace be upon him) had said, ““May
God have mercy on the one who revives our tenets.” I then asked him, “How can one revive your
tenets?” “Through learning our knowledge and teaching it to others; If people find out about the

merits of our words, they will certainly follow us”, the Imam replied.”!
‘Uytn Akhbar al-Rida (pbuh), vol 1, p 307

One of the great forms of God’s grace and kindness towards us is His bestowal of the Infallible
Imams (pbut) upon us so that we may learn how to lead a Godly life through observing their way of

life and eventually achieve eternal prosperity through practising their valuable instructions.

The city of Mashhad is a piece of heaven as it is home to the son of the Messenger of God (pbuh)
who is the eighth star in the sky of Imamate. Every year millions of passionate pilgrims from around
the world and other parts of Iran come to this spiritual sanctuary in order to quench the thirst of their

souls by drinking from the limpid spring of the guidelines of the Infallible Imams (pbut).

Each one of those serving at the Holy Shrine of Imam al-Rida (pbuh) is in one way or the other
serving the respected pilgrims of Imam al-Rida (pbuh) so that such they may make their pilgrimage

with peace of mind whilst being able to benefit from this heavenly shrine.

In line with the above, the Office for the Management of Foreign Pilgrims at the Holy Shrine of
Imam al-Rida (pbuh) has also been making every eftort to introduce in various ways the way of life
of Ahl al-Bayt (pbut)—and that of Imam al-Rida (pbuh) in particular—to the followers and devotees

of this doctrine.

The measures taken by this office are in line with propagating the Islamic civilisation and culture
appropriate to the needs and requirements of foreign pilgrims in order to provide them with insight
and spiritual growth. Such measures take place in conjunction with the remarks made by the Su-
preme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the instructions given by the custodian of the Holy
Shrine of Imam al-Rida (pbuh) while at the same time taking into account the provisions stipulated
in the Twenty-year Outlook Document of the Holy Shrine of Imam al-Rida.

Some of the examples of the efforts made by this office in line with serving the foreign pilgrims of
Imam al-Rida (pbuh) in the international sphere are as follows:

1- Holding special cultural programmes

2- Holding regular seminars on Islamic knowledge known as ‘Circles of Knowledge’

3- Holding academic conferences
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4- Holding educational classes and workshops

5- Holding cultural competitions and contests

6- Holding poetry readings

7- Holding conversion ceremonies for new converts to Islam

8- Responding to letters received from pilgrims

9- Dispatching books and other cultural products to all over the world
10- Responding to religious enquiries

11- Offering live internet interaction at Razavi Talk

12~ Publishing the best of Islamic literature in several languages in the form of authored and translated
books

It has been for some time that the call of Islam is echoing in every corner of the world with the hope of
bringing people back to the truth to which they have been a stranger while at the same time inclinations
towards Islam and the tendency of hearts towards seeking the truth is growing rapidly throughout the
world.

We hope that the seekers of truth would find this book a useful and informative read and that it would
be a step in the right direction as far as increasing the knowledge of pilgrims and devotees of the Infal-
lible Imams (pbut) are concerned. Finally, we hope that this work would bring about the pleasure and

satisfaction of the Glorious God.

O God, bless Muhammad and Muhammad’s Household, provide me with a sound guidance which I
seek not to replace, a path of truth from which I swerve not, and an intention of right conduct in which

I have no doubts! Let me live so long as my life is spent in obeying you.

The Office for the Management of Foreign Pilgrims
The Holy Shrine of Imam al-Rida (pbuh)



Author’s word

The book before you is comprised of a selection of forty words of wisdom from the renowned and
profound book Nahj al-Balagha, or otherwise known by its English equivalent as the ‘Peak of Elo-
quence.” The Nahj al-Balagha is a compilation of sermons, letters and maxims attributed to the re-
nowned seventh-century Islamic figure, ‘AlT bin AbT Talib (pbuh), widely known as the Commander
of the Faithful. The book was originally compiled by the tenth-century Shia Muslim scholar and poet,
Sayyid al-Sharif al-Rad1.

Imam ‘AlT (pbuh) was the cousin and son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as well as being his
rightful successor. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) has been famously narrated as saying, ‘I am the city
of knowledge and ‘AlT is its gate.” In one of the maxims of Nah;j al-Balagha, Imam ‘AlT (pbuh) says,
‘Our souls become weary in the same way that [our] bodies become tired; thus seek unique words of

wisdom for them [so that they may be refreshed].’

The book at hand, which is intended for Muslims and non-Muslims alike, seeks to provide its reader
with such refreshment for the soul. For this reason, the forty maxims in this book have been selected
in a way that every reader could relate to them and their corresponding commentaries, irrespective of’
their religious or cultural background. The succinct and insightful sayings used in this book mainly fo-
cus on moral and ethical values within a social and individual context, and thus are intended to provide
the reader with some valuable moral precepts and pieces of advice that are indispensable for leading an

honourable way of life.

Finally, I would like to thank the team at the Islamic Relations Office at the holy shrine of Imam al-
Rida (pbuh) and in particular my dear brother, Sheikh Hojjat Modarresi, for their support and eftorts

in bringing out this work.

Hossein Ansari Pour
Mash’had
July 2017
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